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T
he United States Air Force 
Band, dressed in their full 
military uniform, relaxed after 
The Royal Edinburgh Military 

Tattoo with tea and scones at the 18th

century baronial Scott Hotel, University 
of Edinburgh. Enjoying one of Britain’s 
greatest traditions, the band took the 
opportunity to unwind after a busy run 
of performances at the Tattoo. Making 
their Tattoo debut this year, The United 
States Air Force Band took to Edinburgh 
Castle’s Esplanade nightly to entertain 
Tattoo audiences with a freestyle musical 
performance with music from the Great 
American Songbook.

Meanwhile the cobbled streets of 
Edinburgh were brought to life by the 
colour and vibrancy of The Trinidad and 
Tobago Defence Force Steel Orchestra.  
The Orchestra created a carnival atmosphere  
each night with their performances at The 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo and did the 
same at Victoria Street, wowing passersby 

with their spectacular outfits. Set against 
the colour of the iconic Edinburgh street, 
the performers gave locals and tourists alike 
a glimpse of the colour of their performance 
at this year’s Tattoo Show, Stories.

Wearing their striking red gala uniform, 
members of The Swiss Armed Forces Central 
Band wowed crowds at this year’s The Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo performance. 
Taking to the Edinburgh Castle Esplanade 
nightly to entertain Tattoo audiences, the band 
depicted the legendary tale of William Tell. 
According to Swiss folklore, William Tell was a 
heroic character who saved his community by 
standing against tyrannical rule. Famous for 
his marksmanship, Tell was forced to shoot an 
apple placed on his son’s head for disobeying 
the authorities. The Swiss band recreated the 
famous scene from the story at Craigies Farm 
Orchard in South Queensferry, just outside 
Edinburgh. Each night they brought a mix of 
drama, pyrotechnics, and a crossbow to the 
world-renowned Edinburgh Castle during the 
August performances.

I
n the past 66 years, the American 
Scottish Foundation (ASF) has become 
a leading voice within our Scottish 
American community, supporting and 

amplifying our shared love of Scotland, its 
heritage and its culture. The Annual dinner 
allows people to get together, celebrate all 
things Scottish following the mission set 
out by their founder Lord Malcolm Douglas 
Hamilton that the American Scottish 
Foundation be a bridge between the United 
States and Scotland. This year the ASF will 
present the ASF Wallace Awards and the 
inaugural ASF Young Scots Wallace Awards.

Wallace Award for Philanthropy
This year’s 
Wallace Award 
for Philanthropy 
to Garreth 
Wood, Scottish 
philanthropist and 
advocate. Garreth, 

a Scottish philanthropist and businessman, 
founded a property company, The Speratus 
Group, in 2003. He then expanded into the 
hospitality business, eventually owning and 
running 11 venues across Scotland. In 2018, 
he and his wife Nicola sold the hospitality 
businesses and co-founded Kids Operating 
Room, a global health charity dedicated to 
increasing capacity for paediatric surgery in 
low- and middle-income countries. The charity 
has grown rapidly over the past 5 years and 
become one of Scotland’s leading children’s 
charities, installing 63 state-of-the-art operating 
rooms in 24 countries, and creating capacity for 
up to 100,000 life-saving operations on children.

Young Scot Wallace Award
This year, The 
American-Scottish 
Foundation 
presents its first 
ever Young Scot 
Wallace Award to 
Jamie Douglas-

Hamilton, Scottish entrepreneur and 
adventurer. Jamie is the founder of 
ACTIPH Alkaline Water, a market leader 
in Europe and the Middle East. He is a 15x 
Guinness World Record holder and was 
the first person in history to row across 
the Drake Passage from South America to 
Antarctica. In 2022 Jamie won the Great 
British Entrepreneur of the year and was 
included in Sunday Times list of top 100 
most disruptive entrepreneurs. Jamie 
follows in the footsteps of his Grandfather 
and Uncles all intrepid adventurers – 
and ASF founder Lord Malcolm Douglas 
Hamilton - great Uncle to Jamie who will 
be approving of this award.

The American Scottish Foundation 
Annual Dinner and Wallce Award’s will 
take place Friday, November 3, 2023 in 
New York City. For full details see:  
www.americanscottishfoundation.com

29th Annual

On and near the campus of PennWest University – Edinboro. FREE ADMISSION to events*.

edinboro.edu/highlandgames  •  814-732-2770
Schedule is subject to change. Please visit the Highland Games website for the most current information.

September 7-9, 2023

Thursday, Sept. 7
Planetarium Show

Friday, Sept. 8
Fiddle Workshop
Regional Qualifier Fiddle 

Competition
Movies Under the Stars 

Special Event: Brave

Saturday, Sept. 9
U.S. National Scottish Fiddle 

Championships
Pro/Am Heavy Athletic 

Competitions
Scottish Clan Gatherings
Scottish Village Vendors
Weaving
Scottish and American Foods
Solo Bagpipe and Drum 

Competitions

Music Performances
Disc Golf Tournament
Plein Air – Live Paint and 

Art Exhibitions
Kids’ Highland Games and Crafts
Clydesdales
Highland Dance Competitions
Archery
Beer Garden
Folk Harper Showcases

Opening Ceremonies and 
Massed Bands

Bagpipe Band Competitions
Chelsea House Orchestra
Tug O War
Harp Workshop
Student Contests and Games
Arts and Crafts
Closing Ceremony/Massed Bands
Ceilidh Dinner

*All events are FREE except the Ceilidh.

International performers shine at  
The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo

American Scottish Foundation’s Annual 
Dinner and 2023 Wallace Awards

https://americanscottishfoundation.com/
https://edinboro.edu/events/highland-games/index.php



